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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law. 

 

 

State of Arkansas 

2 92nd General Assembly A Bill 
3 Regular Session, 2019 SENATE BILL 478 

4 

5 By: Senators J. English, J. Sturch 

6 By: Representative Della Rosa 

7 

8 For An Act To Be Entitled 

9 AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE 

10 CONCERNING WEIGHTED CREDIT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

11 

12 

13 Subtitle 

14 TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE 

15 CONCERNING WEIGHTED CREDIT. 

16 

17 

18 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 

19 

20 SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-15-902 is amended to read as follows: 

21 6-15-902. Grading scale — Exemptions — Special education classes. 

22 (a) The following grading scale shall be used by all public secondary 

23 schools in the state for all courses, except advanced placement courses, 

24 approved courses for weighted credit, and courses offered under the 

25 International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme: 

26 (1) A = 90-100; 

27 (2) B = 80-89; 

28 (3) C = 70-79; 

29 (4) D = 60-69; and 

30 (5) F = 59 and below. 

31 (b)(1) Each letter grade shall be given a numeric value for the 

32 purpose of determining grade average. 

33 (2) Except for advanced placement courses, approved courses for 

34 weighted credit, courses offered under the program International 

35 Baccalaureate Diploma Programme, and honors courses, the numeric value for 

36 each letter grade shall be: 
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1 (1)(A) A = 4 points; 

2 (2)(B) B = 3 points; 

3 (3)(C) C = 2 points; 

4 (4)(D) D = 1 point; and 

5 (5)(E) F = 0 points. 

6 (c)(1) The State Board of Education shall: adopt 

7 (A) Adopt appropriate equivalents for advanced placement 

8 and college courses; and shall recommend 

9 (B) Recommend a uniform grading structure for honors 

10 courses. 

11 (2) Weighted credit shall be allowed for advanced placement 

12 courses and courses offered under the program International Baccalaureate 

13 Diploma Programme if: 

14 (A) The student takes the entire advanced placement course 

15 or the entire course offered in the program International Baccalaureate 

16 Diploma Programme in a particular subject; 

17 (B) The student completes the applicable test offered by 

18 the College Board for advanced placement courses at the end of the advanced 

19 placement course, or the applicable test offered by the International 

20 Baccalaureate at the time prescribed by the organization; and 

21 (C)(i) The A teacher of an advanced placement course meets 

22 Arkansas teacher licensure requirements and: 

23 (a) Attends at least one (1) of the following 

24 trainings no less than one (1) time every five (5) years: 

25 (1) a College Board Advanced Placement 

26 Summer Institute no less than one (1) time every five (5) years; 

27 (2) College Board-endorsed training; or 

28 (3) Other similarly rigorous training 

29 approved by the department in consultation with the ADE Office for the Gifted  

30 and Talented and Advanced Placement; or 

31 (b) Completes an additional training plan for 

32 advanced placement within three (3) years of commencing the additional 

33 training plan; or 

34 (c) Attends College Board-endorsed training at 

35 intervals recommended by the College Board; or. 

36 (ii) The A teacher of the a course offered under the 

37 program International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme meets Arkansas teacher
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1 licensure requirements and attends the training required by the organization 

2 International Baccalaureate. 

3 (3) The department may approve a course for weighted credit if 

4 the course: 

5 (A) Exceeds the curriculum standards for a nonweighted 

6 credit class; or 

7 (B) Meets or exceeds the standards of a comparable 

8 advanced placement class. 

9 (4) The department in collaboration with the Department of 

10 Career Education may approve a career and technical course for weighted 

11 credit if the course: 

12 (A) Exceeds the curriculum standards for a nonweighted 

13 class; and 

14 (B) Leads to an approved industry recognized 

15 certification. 

16 (3)(A)(5)(A) The A local school district board of directors may 

17 decide whether to adopt a policy to allow high school students in the public 

18 school district to take college courses for weighted credit equal to the 

19 numeric grade awarded in advanced placement courses, courses offered under 

20 the program, and honors classes. 

21 (B)(i) If a local school district board of directors 

22 adopts a policy as set forth in under subdivision (c)(3)(A) (c)(5)(A) of this 

23 section, the school district must shall apply to the Department of Education 

24 through the Assistant Commissioner for Accountability for approval of courses 

25 to be designated “concurrent enrollment college courses” department for 

26 approval. 

27 (ii) The An application under subdivision 

28 (c)(5)(B)(i) of this section shall be reviewed for approval in consultation  

29 with the ADE Office for the Gifted and Talented and Advanced Placement to  

30 assign a numeric grade value, which may include weighted credit, based on the 

31 following: 

32 (a) A letter from the superintendent of the 

33 public school district or principal of the public school describing how the 

34 course exceeds expectations for coursework required under the Standards for 

35 Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts; and 

36 (b) The grade level or levels of public school 

37 students who will be enrolled in the course
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1 (d) A public school district shall have the option of using may use 

2 the grading scale in this section in the public school district's elementary 

3 schools. 

4 (e) The department may promulgate rules to implement this section. 
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To: Senate and House Education Committees 

From: AGATE 

 

After extensive study and review of SB478, discussions with the ADE, and feedback from AGATE 

members with extensive GT and Advanced Placement experience, we offer the following suggestions 

regarding the language of SB478: 

 

We respectfully request the addition of the following phrase to page 2, line 29: 

“in consultation with the ADE Office for the Gifted and Talented and Advanced Placement.” Resulting in 

“other similarly rigorous training approved by the Department in consultation with the Office for the 

Gifted and Talented and Advanced Placement.” 

 

We also request the addition of the same line to page 3, line 28, resulting in “(5)(B)(2) (ii) An application 

under subdivision (c)(5)(B)(i) of this section shall be reviewed for approval in consultation with the 

Office for the Gifted and Talented and Advanced Placement to assign a numeric grade value, which may 

include weighted credit, based on the following:” 

 

The addition of the third option for Advanced Placement training, “other similarly rigorous training 

approved by the department” (C)(i)(a)(3)presents an alternative to the Advanced Placement Summer 

Institutes mentioned in (C)(i)(a)(1), and College Board-endorsed training in (C)(i)(a)(2). 

 

The original law governing approval of training for endorsement of Advanced Placement teachers 

required prospective teachers to attend an Advanced Placement Summer Institute (APSI) every 5 years. 

This was done to guarantee that teachers responsible for preparing students for the AP exams would have 

the most rigorous level of preparation available at that time. The stipulation of five years was to insure 

that participants continued to receive College Board sanctioned training and remained current with 

changes in the coursework and the tests.  

 

Three sites were developed to provide regional access across the state. One was located at the University 

of Arkansas at Little Rock through the Jody Mahoney Center for Gifted and Talented Education, one at 

the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, and one at Arkansas State University. The trainers at Advanced 

Placement Summer Institutes were College Board approved consultants and that is still the case today. 

When the Advanced Placement Incentive Program was funded, money was provided to supplant the cost 

of the training, which included housing, consultant fees and curriculum and teaching materials. Over the 

years, these APSI trainings have been consistently evaluated by their participants and directors and enjoy 

a high degree of success with the thousands of teachers who have benefited from their training.  

 

It is our opinion that any relaxation of the accountability for AP teachers to attend an APSI to receive 

training could result in a decrease in teacher preparation, which would have a negative impact on 

instruction in AP courses and subsequently, the success of students taking those courses. 

 

We realize that securing AP teachers and getting them effectively trained is a challenge for some of our 

districts across the state, and we are sensitive to the need for flexibility. Unfortunately, what may relax the 

requirements for districts and teachers also may result in students not receiving the level of preparation 

needed to be successful on AP exams. As the Department of Education determines training for AP 

teachers in order to address the flexibility issue, we respectfully request that the Office for the Gifted and 

Talented and Advanced Placement be included in consultation with the ADE staff charged with approving 

that training. We realize that laws are subject to interpretation and while we know the current staff of 

Learning Services at the ADE are knowledgeable about their areas of content, establishing a protocol of 

collaboration with the Office for the GT and AP will serve the best interests of AP students in the years to 

come. 



Similarly, we suggest the addition of the language in the review of courses for weighted credit. We 

applaud the authors of the bill for establishing AP courses as the standard of comparison for determining 

weighted credit, and suggest that it is logical that the Office of GT and AP be in consultation with the 

Learning Services staff in this determination as well. 

 

In summary, we are supportive of the idea of providing weighted credit for coursework that contains rigor 

that is truly equal to Advanced Placement courses. We also believe that collaboration between the Office 

for the Gifted and Talented and Advanced Placement and Learning Services staff who will be approving 

training and determining weighted credit, provides the best opportunity for maintaining rigor in both 

instances. 

 

Respectfully, 

Christine Deitz, President, AGATE 

Sandra Johnson, Chair, AGATE Legislative Committee 

Davis Hendricks, AGATE Advocate 
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